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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 3474 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, SY 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN COMMUNIST PARTY CONDEMNS SINAI ACCORD 

REF: DAMASCUS 34 ## 

1. EMBASSY HAS OBTAINED COM 
MUNIQUE ISSUED BY SYRIAN COMMUNIST 

PARTY POLITBURO, DATED SEPT. 1, 1975, CONDEMNING SINAI ACCORD 
AND SHARPLY CRITICIZING U.S. AND SADAT. AGREEMENT CRITICIZED 
ON GROUNDS IT PERMITS ISRAEL CONSOLIDATE ITS OCCUPATION AND 
ERECT NEW SETTLEMENTS, ISOLATES EGYPT, PERMITS AMERICAN 
PRESENCE IN SINAI WHICH MIGHT LEAD TO FUTURE U.S. INTERFERENCE, 
CREATES MORE PROBLEMS FOR 
PALESTINIANS. ALLOWS ISRAEL TO 
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LATION, OBSTRUCTS COMPREHENSIVE 

SETTLEMENT BY IGNORING GENEVA CONFERENCE AS VEHICLE FOR DIPLOMATIC 
EFFORTS, AND CONCEALS AMERICA'S TRUE ROLE AS FRIEND OF ISRAEL 
HOSTLE TO ARAB CAUSE. 

2. COM 

MUNIQUE CONTINUES WITH ATTACKS ON SADAT FOR 
MANUEVERING IN ISOLATION FROM SYRIA, PALESTINIANS AND SOVIE 
UNION. DESCRIBES AGREEMENT AS ONLY LATEST INDIGINITY PERMITTED 
BY EGYPTIAN LEADERSHIP WHICH ALREADY HAS "UNDERMINED PROGRESSIVE 
ACHIEVEMENTS. THREATENED PUBLIC SECTOR AND AGRARIAN REFORM, 
OPENED EGYPTIAN DOORS TO FOREIGN CAPITAL, SUPPRESSED 
WORKING CLASS AND STUDENTS, ABANDONED SUPPORT FOR THIRD WORLD 
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS AND OFFENDED SOVIET- ARAB LEADERSHIP." 

3. COMMUNIQUE CALLS UPON ARABS TO EXPOSE "MANUEVERS OF AMERICAN 
IMPERIALISM AND ITS ATTEMPT TO HIDE BEHIND SLOGANS OF FRIENDSHIP 
AND MEDIATION BETWEEN ARABS AND ISRAEL." 

4. SYRIA IS LAUDED FOR EXERCISING "FIRMNESS TOWARD ISRAELI- 
AMERICAN IMPERIALIST PLOTTING." CLOSER COOPERATION WITH SOVIET 
UNION IS RECOMMENDED. CPS ALSO SUPPORTS "FIRM STANDS ANNOUNCED 
AND BEING ANNOUNCED BY SYRIAN OFFICIALS AND PLO LEADERS." 

(NOTE: COMMUNIQUE ISSUED COUPLE OF DAYS BEFORE BAATH PARTY 
STATEMENT WAS BROADCAST.) 

5. ACCORDING TO SOURCE ATO IS IN REGULAR CONTACT WITH MURAD 
QUWATLY, SPOKESMAN F 

R BAQDASH AING OF CPS, PARTY DID NOT 

SEEK OFFICIAL APPROVAL OF ITS COM 
MUNIQUE FROM BAATH PARTY BUT 

HELD EXTENSIVE DISCUSSIONS WITH BAATHIS ON ISSUE OF SINAI ACCORD 
PRIOR TO SEPT. 1 RELEASE. SOUCE ADDED THAT QUWALY IS 
PESSIMISTIC OVER IOSSIBILITY FOR POSITIVE MOVEMENT ON PALESTINIAN 
ISSUE FOR AT LEAST TWO YEARS AS RESULT OF AGREEMENT. 

6. COMMENT: BAATH PARTY STATEMENT READS LIKE MODEL OF 
SELF-RESTRAINT WHEN COMPARED WITH COPS COMMUNIQUE. ALTHOUGH 
BOTH MAKE ROUGHLY SAME POINTS IN CONDEMNING AGREEMENT. CPS 
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SPECIFICALLY CRITICIZES NEGLECT OF GENEVA VENUE, PREDICTABLY 
HIGHLIGHTS USEFULNESS OF SOVIET-ARAB TIES, AND EMPLOYES VINTAGE 
PRE-OCT. 1973 VOCABULARY TO DENOUNCE "IMPERIALIST" AMERICAN 
POLICY. WE DOUBT. HOWEVER, THAT FACT CPS HAS TAKEN THIS 
POSITION WILL HAVE MUCH IMPACT ON SYRIAN LEADERSHIP AS ITS 
INTERNAL DEBATES PROCEED WHETHER TO ENGAGE IN FURHER 
NEGOTIATIONS TO REACH PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT. 

MURPHY 
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NOTE BY OCT: ## AS RECEIVED. 
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